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-1- COMPLAINT 
Case No. __________ 

 

Stephen M. Lobbin (SBN 181195) 
sml@smlavvocati.com 
Joshua N. Osborn (SBN 317435) 
jno@smlavvocati.com 
Adrian R. Lyons (SBN 346075) 
arl@smlavvocati.com 
SML AVVOCTI P.C. 
888 Prospect Street, Suite 200 
San Diego, California 92037 
Tel: 949.636.1391 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

 

 
Pocket Socks, Inc., a California 
corporation, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

 v. 
 

Louis Vuitton Malletier, a foreign 
company, Louis Vuitton North 
America, Inc., a Delaware corporation, 
and Pharrell Williams, an individual, 
 

Defendant. 
 

 Case No. _______________ 
 
 
COMPLAINT FOR TRADEMARK 
INFRINGEMENT, TRADE DRESS 
INFRINGEMENT AND UNFAIR 
COMPETITION 
 
 
DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

 

For its Complaint, Plaintiff Pocket Socks, Inc. (“Pocket Socks”) hereby 

alleges as follows: 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

1. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction including under 28 U.S.C. §§ 

1331 (federal question), 1338(a) (patents) and 1367 because this is a civil action for 

patent, trademark and trade dress infringement arising under the federal laws of the 

United States. 
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2. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendants because each has 

committed its unlawful acts alleged herein in California and in this District, and 

each Defendant regularly conducts business in this District and/or engages in 

continuous and systematic activities in this District. 

3. Venue is proper in this Judicial District under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b)-(c) 

and 1400(b). 

PARTIES 

4. Plaintiff Pocket Socks is a California corporation having its principal 

place of business in Carlsbad, California. 

5. Upon information and belief, Defendant Louis Vuitton Malletier 

(“LVM”) is a foreign business entity organized under the laws of the Republic of 

France with its principal place of business located at 2, rue du Pont-Neuf in Paris, 

France 75034.  LVM operates boutiques throughout the world, including within this 

District.  LVM is, in part, engaged in the business of manufacturing, marketing, and 

distributing throughout the world, including within this District, a variety of luxury 

goods including the accused infringing products.  LVM offers for sale and sells its 

goods in California including within this District, through its boutiques, and online 

retail website. 

6. Upon information and belief, Defendant Louis Vuitton North 

American, Inc. (“LVNA”) is a Delaware corporation with its principal place of 

business at 1 East 57th Street, 10th Floor, New York, NY 10022.  LVNA operates 

boutiques throughout the world, including within this District.  LVNA is, in part, 

engaged in the business of marketing and distributing a variety of luxury goods 

including the accused infringing products.  LVNA offers for sale and sells its goods 

in California including within this District. 

7. Upon information and belief, Defendant Pharrell Williams is an 

individual residing in California who has committed the unlawful acts alleged herein 

in California and in this District. 
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BACKGROUND FACTS 

8. As outlined on its official website <pocketsocks.com>, Pocket Socks is 

a distinctive brand originating from an incident involving its founder, Evan Papel. 

While traveling through Europe, Mr. Papel’s money was stolen, prompting him to 

create ZIP IT GEAR as a travel security solution.  In 2012, Mr. Papel reestablished 

the brand under the name Pocket Socks. 

9. Following a significant investment in 2019, the Pocket Socks brand 

was substantially enhanced and it developed an exclusive line of socks that 

subsequently garnered national attention by being featured on ABC’s Good Moring 

America.  See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWFdlfQFlEM&t=53s (last 

visited June 3, 2024).  In November 2020, Pocket Socks and its products and brand 

acquired even more goodwill by partnering with ABC’s The View and donating over 

12,000 meals to <ItsAllAboutTheKids.org>.    

10. Pocket Socks has taken consistent steps and actions to protect and 

police its intellectual property rights, including stopping others from conflicting 

uses.  For example, on August 28, 2012, Pocket Socks was granted U.S. Trademark 

Registration No. 4,200,363 for POCKET SOCKS, a true and correct copy of which 

is attached herewith as Exhibit A.  On October 8, 2013, Pocket Socks was granted 

U.S. Trademark Registration No. 4,414,045 for POCKET SOCKS, a true and 

correct copy of which is attached herewith as Exhibit B.   On May 26, 2020, Pocket 

Socks was granted U.S. Trademark Registration 6,066,095 for its distinctive trade 

dress, a true and correct copy of which is attached herewith as Exhibit C.  On 

October 4, 2022, Pocket Socks was granted U.S. Design Patent No. D965,284 

entitled “Sock With Zippered Pocket” (“the ‘284 patent”), a true and correct copy of 

which is attached herewith as Exhibit D.  Recently, U.S. Trademark Application 

Serial No. 98061511 for POCKET SOCKS was approved. 

11. All of these many years of diligence, effort and expense has been aimed 

at creating Pocket Socks’ distinctive products and brand, principally the POCKET 
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SOCKS name.  The Pocket Socks brand continues to grow and expand today, and 

will expand into the future. 

12. Defendants have recently begun to produce, market and sell a product 

using the same “Pocket Socks” name and brand, for a similar (although luxury-

priced) product. 

13. For example, on June 2023, in collaboration with Defendant Pharrell 

Williams, Defendants began using, marketing, offering for sale, and selling Louis 

Vuitton “Pocket Socks” at Paris Fashion Week, as shown below.  See 

https://footwearnews.com/fashion/designers/louis-vuitton-pharrell-mens-spring-

summer-2024-collection-1203480505/ (last visited June 3, 2024). 

 

Macallatte @MacNuppet • Jun 23. 2023 

Cargo pocket socks is wild . Who wou ld make such a thing sm h. 
Anyways where clo I buy a se 

t]. 05 
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14. Below is another image of the Louis Vuitton “Pocket Socks.”  See 

https://www.instagram.com/p/C2HyzW6rn2I/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_s

heet (last visited June 3, 2024).  
 

 

15. Defendants advertise and sell their “Pocket Socks” on the Louis 

Vuitton website (an image of which is below), and the product details state: “The 

season’s signature Pearl accent, engraved with LV Initials, adorns the Pocket Socks, 

as stylish pair crafted from pure, comfortable cotton.  The heritage Damier pattern is 

subtly knitted into the design of these wardrobe essentials offered in a neutral white 

colourway to complement virtually any ensemble, whether casual or more dresses 

up.”  See https://us.louisvuitton.com/eng-us/products/pocket-socks-s00-

q~ 

More posts from louisvuitton.dom 

IMS SignUp 

louisvuitton.dom O • Follow 

Ll(Hl l l~I FJdllt:'rf l I~ ~uuuy KJllll~U lr llU 

the design of these wardrobe 
essentials offered in a neutral white 
colourway to complement virtua lly any 
ensemble, whether casual or more 
dressed up. 

A colourful signature accent for the 
season 's silhouettes, here are the new 
Damier Pop Socks, offered in a duo of 
mood- lifting hues. Knitted from a 
comfortable cotton blend, they fea ture 
the House's heritage check pattern 
along with the new 'Lou is Vuitton 
Marque Deposee' trademark, 
int roduced at the M en 's Spring­
Summer 2024 Show. 

#leaguefits #lou isvuitton 
#lou isvuittonbags #louisvuittonbag 
#lou isvuittonaddict #louisvuitton lover 
#lvcommunity #lvworld #leaguefits 
#hvnPhPrlo;t #,;rlk,; #f~,;hinnhlnnnPr 

3,314 likes 
January 1'i 

Log in to like or comment. 
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nvprod4920069v/M7355L?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0_WyBhDMARIsAL1

Vz8vt4tTwFh_13Dy1uZBoXLbYQBX0V8GJ4eLejr7R5JS3KYkkq-

2Pf5UaAscXEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds (last visited June 3, 2024).  

 

 

16. Defendants’ use of “Pocket Socks” appears in the same font and size as 

in Pocket Socks’ U.S. Trademark Registration No. 4,414,045. 

17. On March 25, 2024, Plaintiff purchased Defendants’ product at the 

Louis Vuitton store at 7007 Friar Road, San Diego, CA 92108, a true and correct 

image of which is attached herewith as Exhibit E. 

18. A receipt for an online purchase of Defendants’ product—showing the 

“Pocket Socks” name—is attached herewith as Exhibit F. 

19. Recently, much attention and publicity has been generated for Louis 

Vuitton’s “Pocket Socks,” including Defendants, the press and consumers using the 

name “Pocket Socks” for their product which irreparably injures Pocket Socks’ 

C 8 o.!! lou1svu1tton com * e ± @ 2J = 

Menu Q Search LOUIS VUITTON 

RUNWAY 

Pocket Socks 

$565.00 

Place m Cart 

Contact u,. 0 ,& e/f' 

L > 

Complimentary Carbon Efficient Delivery: Order by 6/6 at 

12pm ET to receive by 6/14 for irMtock items 

find o Store Neor You 

Product detail~ 

Delivery & Return$ 

Gifting 

Case 3:24-cv-01076-JLS-AHG   Document 1   Filed 06/20/24   PageID.6   Page 6 of 9



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

-7- COMPLAINT 
Case No. __________ 

 

longstanding brand and trademark rights.  Attached herewith as Exhibit G are 

examples of this publicity. 

20. Defendants have been paying to advertise their “Pocket Socks” product 

using Pocket Socks’ trademark as a search term, which further irreparably injures 

Pocket Socks’ longstanding brand and trademark rights.  Attached herewith as 

Exhibit H is an example of Defendants’ advertising using the trademark at issue. 

FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

(Trademark Infringement) 

21. Pocket Socks incorporates by this reference all of the allegations stated 

in the above paragraphs. 

22. Under 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(a) and § 1125(a), each Defendant is liable 

for infringement of Pocket Socks’ trademarks, including the word mark POCKET 

SOCKS, because Defendants have, without consent, used in commerce the name 

POCKET SOCKS in connection with the sale, offering for sale, distribution and/or 

advertising of their associated products, which use is likely to cause confusion, or to 

cause mistake, or to deceive consumers of the parties’ similar and competitive 

products. 

23. On information and belief, each Defendant has engaged in the 

infringing acts with knowledge that such imitation is intended to be used to cause 

confusion, or to cause mistake, or to deceive. 

SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

(Trade Dress Infringement) 

24. Pocket Socks incorporates by this reference all of the allegations stated 

in the above paragraphs. 

25. Under 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(a) and § 1125(a), each Defendant is liable 

for infringement of Pocket Socks’ trade dress in and to its POCKET SOCKS 

products because Defendants have, without consent, used in commerce a trade dress 

in connection with the sale, offering for sale, distribution and/or advertising of their 
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associated products, which use is likely to cause confusion, or to cause mistake, or 

to deceive consumers of the parties’ similar and competitive products. 

26. On information and belief, each Defendant has engaged in the 

infringing acts with knowledge that such imitation is intended to be used to cause 

confusion, or to cause mistake, or to deceive. 

THIRD CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

(Unfair Competition) 

27. Pocket Socks incorporates by this reference all of the allegations stated 

in the above paragraphs. 

28. By its acts alleged herein, each Defendant has knowingly engaged in 

unfair acts or practices and unfair methods of competition, including but not limited 

to making misrepresentations about its products, and otherwise engaging in 

deceptive trade practices and unlawful, unfair or fraudulent business acts or 

practices, in violation of Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code § 17200. 

29. Each Defendant’s unfair competition has resulted in and continues to 

result in unjust enrichment, and each has committed its acts of unfair competition 

willfully and maliciously to injure Pocket Socks’ business and improve its own. 

30. Pocket Socks also has suffered and continues to suffer irreparable 

injury, including damage to customer relationships because of each Defendant’s 

unfair competition.  Such irreparable injury cannot be remedied adequately unless 

each Defendant is enjoined immediately from further unfair competition, and 

commanded to rectify the status quo ante. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

Therefore, Plaintiff Pocket Socks prays for the following relief: 

A. A determination that each Defendants has infringed one or more of 

Pocket Socks’ trademarks; 

B. A determination that each Defendant has infringed Pocket Socks’ trade 

dress; 
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C. A determination that each Defendant has engaged in unfair competition 

in violation of Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code § 17200; 

D. An accounting for damages adequate to compensate for Defendants’ 

unlawful actions and/or unfair competition, including under 15 U.S.C. § 1117(a), 

and increased and/or treble damages; 

E. Equitable relief including a preliminary and permanent injunction 

prohibiting further unlawful actions; 

F. A determination that this is an exceptional case, and an award of costs, 

expenses and attorney fees to Pocket Socks; 

G. Pre-judgment and post-judgment interest on such monetary relief; and 

H. Such other and further relief as this Court deems just and proper. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dated:  June 20, 2024   SML AVVOCATI P.C. 
 

By: /s/ Stephen M. Lobbin   
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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Pocket Socks 
Reg. NO. 4,200,363 PAPEL, EVANT. (CALIFORNIA SOLE PROPRIETORSHIP), DBA ZIPITGEAR.COM, 

950AVIATIONBLVD 
Registered Aug. 28, 2012 sTEF 

HERMOSA BEACH, CA 90254 
Int. Cl.: 25 

FOR: HOSIERY, IN CLASS 25 (U.S. CLS. 22 AND 39). 

TRADEMARK FIRST USE 1-1-1975; IN COMMERCE 6-15-2002. 

SUPPLEMENTAL REGISTER THE MARK CONSISTS OF STANDARD CHARACTERS WITHOUT CLAIM TO ANY PAR­
TICULAR FONT, STYLE, SIZE, OR COLOR. 

Director of the United States Patent and frademark Office 

NO CLAIM IS MADE TO THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO USE "SOCKS", APART FROM THE 
MARK AS SHOWN. 

SER. NO. 85-573,863, FILED 3-19-2012. 

AISHA CLARKE, EXAMINING ATTORNEY 
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Pocket Socks 
Reg. NO. 4,414,045 PAPEL, EVANT. (UNITED STATES INDIVIDUAL) 

11115 ORVILLE STREET 
Registered Oct. 8, 2013 CULVER CITY, cA 90230 

Int. Cl.: 25 FOR: HOSIERY, IN cLAss 25 (U.S. cLs. 22AND 39). 

TRADEMARK 

PRINCIPAL REGISTER 

Deputy Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 

FIRST USE 6-1-2002; IN COMMERCE 6-1-2002. 

THE MARK CONSISTS OF STANDARD CHARACTERS WITHOUT CLAIM TO ANY PAR­
TICULAR FONT, STYLE, SIZE, OR COLOR. 

OWNER OF U.S. REG. NO. 4,200,363. 

NO CLAIM IS MADE TO THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO USE "SOCKS", APART FROM THE 
MARK AS SHOWN. 

SEC. 2(F). 

SER. NO. 85-846,917, FILED 2-11-2013. 

JERI J. FICKES, EXAMINING ATTORNEY 
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Reg. No. 6,066,095 

Registered May 26, 2020 

Int. Cl.: 25

Trademark

Supplemental Register 

Pocket Socks, Inc.  (CALIFORNIA CORPORATION)
125 South Highway 101
Solana Beach, CALIFORNIA 92075

CLASS 25: hosiery, socks, leggings and stockings

FIRST USE 6-1-2002; IN COMMERCE 6-1-2002

The mark consists of three-dimensional configuration comprising a sock where the toe and
heel of the sock are shaded and eleven shaded circles appear on the sock. At the top of the
sock is a pocket with the interior in a small polka dot pattern. The broken line is to represent
the shape of the overall sock and zippered pocket, is not part of the mark, and serves only to
show the position or placement of the mark on the goods.

SER. NO. 88-290,957, FILED P.R. 02-06-2019; AM. S.R. 09-30-2019
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US00D965284S 

c12) United States Design Patent c10) Patent No.: US D965,284 S 
Papel (45) Date of Patent: ** *Oct. 4, 2022 

(54) SOCK WITH ZIPPERED POCKET 

(71) Applicant: Evan T. Papel, Carlsbad, CA (US) 

(72) Inventor: Evan T. Papel, Carlsbad, CA (US) 

( *) Notice: This patent is subject to a terminal dis-
claimer. 

(**) Term: 15 Years 

(21) Appl. No.: 29/699,605 

(22) Filed: Jul. 26, 2019 

(51) LOC (13) Cl. ............................................... 02-04 
(52) U.S. Cl. 

USPC . ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... . D2/980 
( 58) Field of Classification Search 

USPC ............... D24/192; D2/980---994; D29/121.2 
CPC .... A61F 5/0111; A61F 13/066; A61F 5/0127; 

A61F 13/08; A61F 13/101; A61F 5/14; 
A61F 13/065; A41B 11/02; A41B 11/003; 

A41B 2400/20; A41B 2400/60; D04B 
1/26 

See application file for complete search history. 

(56) References Cited 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

2,039,197 A * 4/1936 Strieby A41B 11/006 
02/980 

2,405,964 A * 8/1946 Lauria . A41D 27/20 
2/254 

2,890,461 A * 6/1959 Hartman . A41B 11/006 
2/247 

4,166,463 A * 9/1979 Bloom .................. A61F 13/085 
2/239 

4,445,233 A * 5/1984 Rubin A41B 11/006 
2/239 

4,451,935 A * 6/1984 Henschel A42B 1/241 
2/253 

(Continued) 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

Flippysox Zipper Sock Wallet, first available on Amazon Jul. 23, 
2019, viewed on Jun. 29, 2021; available at URL: https://www. 

amazon.corn/Flippysox-Zipper-Sock-Wallet/dp/B07VGD23WZ/ref~ 
asc_df_B07VGD23WZ?tag~bingshoppinga-20&linkCode~dfO 
&hvadid~80745477058848&hvnetw~o&hvqmt~e&hvbmt~be 
&hvdev~c&hvlocint~&hvlocphy~&hvtargid~p. * 

(Continued) 

Primary Examiner - Jennifer L Watkins 
(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm - Lance M. Pritikin 

(57) CLAIM 

The ornamental design for a sock with zippered pocket, as 
shown and described. 

DESCRIPTION 

FIG. 1 is a side perspective view of a sock with zippered 
pocket, showing my new design; 
FIG. 2 is a front elevation view thereof; 
FIG. 3 is a rear elevation view thereof; 
FIG. 4 is a left side elevation view thereof; 
FIG. 5 is a right side elevation view thereof; 
FIG. 6 is a tip plan view thereof; 
FIG. 7 is a bottom plan view thereof; 
FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 8-8 of FIG. 
4; 
FIG. 9 is an inside-out view thereof; and, 
FIG. 10 is a left side elevation view thereof, showing the 
interior of the pocket with the zipper in an open condition. 
The evenly-dashed broken lines on claimed surfaces depict 
surface ornamentation applied to the article and form no part 
of the claim. 
The evenly-dashed lines in FIG. 8 depict the cut line and 
form no part of the claim. 
In FIGS. 6, 8, 9 and 10, the pocket of the article is shown 
with a first-density stippling pattern. In FIGS. 1-4, 7, 8 and 
10, the zipper portion of the article is shown with a second­
density stippling pattern. The external surface of the sock is 
shown throughout the figures with a lack of stippling. These 
distinctions in stippling represent a claimed surface contrast 
between the zipper, the pocket, and the external surface of 
the sock. 

1 Claim, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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Delivery & Returns 

Gifting 

G et the Look 

Pocket Socks 

$565 .00 

• 
Place in Cart 

> 

> 

0 llJ) ( V) ~~ 
..__ __ __, 

Case 3:24-cv-01076-JLS-AHG   Document 1-8   Filed 06/20/24   PageID.33   Page 2 of 5



~ ➔ C 0 

II 

Menu Q Search 
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~o us.louisvuitton.com/ eng-us/ products/ pocket-socks-s00-nvprod4920069v/M7355L ~ 

'\ 
\\ 

Fresh k,ch for the summer: Sh.op men's shoes now. 

LOUIS VUITTON 

(.,.• * 0 ~ I'' E 0 .±. @ Finish update 

X 

0 .c.C!> Contact U, Q a t.:.J 

M7J5Sl Q 

RUNWAY 

Pocket Socks 

$565.00 

Sizes l ) 

Place in Cart 

Complimentary Carbon Efficient Delivery or Collect-in-Store 

f ind in store 

Product d'etaih 

Delivery & Returns 

Gifting 
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Social media relentlessly ribbed JD for his 

schoolboy uniform getup, complete with the type 

of ruffled socks that resembled the kind kids 

wore back in the outhouse days. Some critics 

suggested all he was missing was an apple for 

the teacher!!! 

I 
Getty 

On Monday, Jermaine posted proof his footies 

were certified haute couture ... revealing them to 

be Louis Vuitton pocket socks worth hundreds 

of bucks! 

• , Jorrna1nodupn " 

~ J~~:~:.-~:2 O> ~ 
-------
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wearnews.com/shoes/mens-footwea r/louis-vuitton-pharrel l-mens-shoes-to-buy-spring-2024-col lection-12035 7 375 5/ 

FASHION SHOES BUSINESS SHOP 

The new LV Checker Mary Jane styled with Pocket Socks. 

This blending of the traditional masc line an the feminine is a central the e in this 

collection, illus rated with the pairing of he label's new whi e Pocke Socks with 

signa ure pearl accent styled with he aforementione Mary Janes. Pearls - which have 

popped up on me swear runways in recent seasons as more men have been wearing 

hem over the past few years - are used as a key accen in the col lection 's jewelry line. 

For hose looking or a ore t raditional shoe with the same de ails as t he Mary Jane, 

here is the LV Checker Derby. The ode I eatures the same black calf skin leather, 

s uds, chunky sole and price point as the Mary Jane. 

Nods to Wil liams's hip-hop roots can also be seen in his deb collec ion with oversized 

denim looks and he brand-new LV Checker Ankle Boot. The style akes nods from the 

New York streetwear staple work boo in a beige colorway. This hig fashion al ernative 

(a $1,480) sees he style upda ed wi h some o he key details seen in the other 

ootwear s yles including LV init ials on the tongue, me al s ds and chu ky rubber 

soles. 

ADVE TISEME T 
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LOUIS Pocket Socks Pocket Socks 2 Pocket Sc 

VUITTON Fashion Print Pack of Mens Moisture 

Pocket Socks Crew Socks for Fashion Socks WickingC 

White Cotton .... Men & Wome ... withZipper. .. Socks-A 

L louisvuitton ... A Amazon.com a ave A Amaze 

16 Like ad 

0 Blockad 

Fl Report ad 

it See more or fewer ads like this 

Brand 
L Louis Vuitton + 

Customize more of the ads you see 0 
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